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Sanitary  Department, 

Public  Health  Chambers, 

Johnston  Terrace, 

To  Edinburgh,  May,  1934. 

The  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  and 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Provost, 

Magistrates  and  Council  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh. 

My  Lord  Provost,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Depart- 
ment of  the  City  of  Edinburgh  for  the  year  1933. 

HOUSING. 

Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1925 — Improvement  Schemes. — During  the  year 
further  progress  was  made  with  St.  Leonard’s  (Second  Section)  Improvement  Scheme  by 
transferring  a considerable  number  of  the  remaining  tenants  from  the  insanitary  dwellings 
to  the  new  re-housing  areas.  Some  of  the  areas  are  now  completely  evacuated  and  de- 
molition of  the  old  buildings  is  proceeding  apace. 

Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930 — Five-Years’  Programme. — In  terms  of  the 
Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1 930,  a re-survey  was  made  of  the  City  and  a report  submitted 
to  the  Local  Authority  in  which  it  was  estimated  that  there  were  still  approximately 
7,500  occupied  houses  coming  under  the  insanitary  category.  The  Local  Authority 
considered  this  report  along  with  a memorandum  by  the  Town  Clerk,  and  reports  from 
the  City  Architect  and  the  City  Chamberlain,  as  to  the  preparation  of  the  Housing 
Programme  for  the  years  1934-38,  and  resolved  as  follows  : — 

“ (1)  The  erection  by  the  Corporation  of  750  houses  per  annum  to  replace  houses  unfit 
for  human  habitation  and  to  accommodate  persons  living  under  overcrowded 
conditions.” 

“ (2)  The  erection  of  750  houses  per  annum  to  meet  the  needs  of  other  persons  re- 
quiring houses,  these  houses  to  be  provided  by  private  enterprise.  In  the  event 
of  the  houses  not  being  provided  by  private  enterprise,  the  Corporation  will  erect 
those  houses.” 

Clearance  Areas. — It  was  decided  as  part  of  the  Five-Years’  Programme  to  deal 
with  the  following  areas  during  the  first  year  : — 

(1)  Ann  Terrace,  Spring  Gardens  and  Violet  Bank — 87  houses — 301  persons. 

(2)  Trafalgar  Lane,  Leith — 152  houses — 571  persons. 

(3)  Maryfield,  Wilson’s  Park  and  Baxter’s  Place,  Portobello — 40  houses — 
approximately  155  persons. 

Totals — 279  houses.  Approximately  1,027  persons. 

Individual  Uninhabitable  Houses. — Apart  from  Clearance  Areas  considerable 
progress  was  made  during  the  year  by  the  demolition  and  closure  of  individual  insanitary 
dwelling-houses.  The  following  Returns  submitted  to  the  Department  of  Health  show 
the  number  of  houses  dealt  with. 
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REPORT  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1933,  on  proceedings  taken  as  regards 
the  Inspection,  Improvement,  and  Demolition  and  Closure  of  Dwelling-Houses. 


HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT)  REGULATIONS 
(SCOTLAND),  1928. 


1 . Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  .........  1,092 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  on  inspection  were  considered  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ....  575 


HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1925. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 


12. 

13. 


Number  of  cases  where  intimations  were  given  under  Section  20  (1)  as  to  insufficient 
water-closet  accommodation  : — 

(a)  Cases  where  requirements  complied  with  by  owners  ...... 

(A)  Cases  where  works  carried  out  by  Local  Authority  after  failure  of  owners  to  do  so 
(c)  Cases  still  pending  ............ 

Number  of  houses  of  (a)  one  apartment,  and  ( b ) two  apartments,  for  the  erection  of  which 
the  consent  of  the  Local  Authority  has  been  given  in  terms  of  Section  One  hundred  and 
eleven  .............. 


(a) 

(A) 

Nil. 

(c) 

M 

Nil. 

(A) 

HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  ETC.  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1919. 


Number  of  cases  where  notices  were  served  under  Section  40  (1)  to  provide  dwelling- 


houses  with  water  supply  : — 

(a)  Cases  where  requirements  complied  with  by  owners  ......  (a) 

(b)  Cases  where  works  carried  out  by  Local  Authority  after  failure  of  owners  to  do  so  . (A)  Nil 

(c)  Cases  still  pending  ............  (c) 


HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1930. 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  under  Section  14  (1)  Nil. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation  following  on  notices  under 
Section  14(1)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nil. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  work  has  been  done  by  the  Local 
Authority  under  Section  15(1)  ..........  Nil. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  in  terms  of  Section  1 7 a demolition  order 

or  closing  order  under  Section  16  (3)  has  been  substituted  for  a notice  under  Section  14(1)  Nil. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  in  terms  of  Section 

16(1) 512 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  referred  to  in  10  : — 

(a)  Which  have  been  rendered  fit  for  human  habitation  ......  (a)  Nil. 

(A)  In  respect  of  which  undertaking  has  been  given  that  the  house  will  not  be  used  for 

human  habitation  until  it  has  been  rendered  so  fit (A)  131 

(c)  In  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  have  been  made  under  Section  16  (3)  . . (c)  96 

(d)  In  respect  of  which  closing  orders  have  been  made  under  Section  16  (3)  and  (4)  . . (d)  202 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  have,  in  terms  of  Section 

16  (3),  been  determined  by  the  Local  Authority,  following  upon  the  houses  having  been 

rendered  fit  for  human  habitation  ..........  Nil. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  advances  have  been  made  in  terms  of  Section  34 

towards  cost  of  repairs  and  amount  so  advanced  .......  Nil. 


*lf  permission  to  reconstruct  a building  has  been  granted,  the  number  of  houses  existing 
prior  to  the  reconstruction  should  be  stated  (see  in  this  connection,  sub-section  (3)  of  Section 
49  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930). 


Note. — Any  general  information  or  observations  to  the  character  of  defects  usually  found  to  exist,  as  to 
the  extent  to  which  overcrowding  was  found  to  prevail  and  the  steps  taken  to  remedy  it,  or  as 
to  the  work  of  inspection  generally,  should  be  entered  in  the  space  below  : — 


The  conditions  found  were  those  usually  associated  with  old  houses,  viz.: — 
Dampness,  overshadowing,  general  dilapidation,  over-subdivision,  and  inadequate 
sanitary  accommodation. 
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HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1930. 

Position  as  at  31st  December,  1933. 


Number  of 
Dwelling- 
Houses 
Demolished 
(Sec.  16) 

Number  of 
Dwelling- 
Houses 
Closed 
(Sec.  16.) 

Number  of 
Persons 
Displaced 
from  Houses 
in  Cols.  2 & 3. 

Number  of 
Dwelling 
Houses 
made  Fit 
(Secs.  14  & 16) 

Number  of 
Dwelling- 
Houses 
Vacated  but 
not  yet 
Demolished. 

Number  of 
Persons 
Displaced 
from  Houses 
in  Col.  6. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

UnderPart  1 1.  of  Act  : 
Unfit  Houses  not  in- 
cluded in  Clear- 
ance Areas  or  Im- 
provement Areas 

33 

370 

1558 

Nil. 

67 

234 

Bug  Infestation  of  Houses. — The  problem  of  the  infestation  of  the  new  houses 
by  bugs  was  very  acute  last  summer,  due  in  all  probability  to  the  exceptionally  warm 
weather.  Every  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  the  new  houses  becoming  infested, 
but  despite  active  co-operation  between  this  Department  and  the  House-letting  Depart- 
ment, these  vermin  appeared  in  several  houses.  This  Department  was  notified  of  all 
proposed  removals  to  Corporation  houses,  and  after  a thorough  inspection  was  made  of 
the  old  houses,  a report  was  sent  to  the  House-letting  Department  as  to  their  condition. 
When  a house  was  found  to  be  bug-infested  the  tenant  was  advised  as  to  the  measures 
which  should  be  taken  to  prevent  transference  of  the  vermin  in  their  furnishings  and 
furniture,  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the  removal  of  the  bedding  to  the  steam 
disinfector.  Altogether  1,209  investigations  were  made  from  May  to  December  and  it 
was  found  that  about  10  per  cent,  of  the  houses  visited  were  bug-infested. 

It  was  felt  that  in  order  to  ensure  that  infestation  of  the  new  houses  would  be 
prevented,  more  drastic  steps  would  require  to  be  taken,  and  it  is  now  proposed 
to  have  the  furniture  and  furnishings  from  infested  houses  removed  in  a Pantechnicon 
and  subjected  to  disinfestation  by  hydro-cyanic  acid  gas  for  a period  of  three  to  four 
hours  and  thereafter  delivered  to  the  new  address.  The  bedding  will  be  removed  for 
treatment  at  the  steam  disinfector.  It  is  hoped  by  these  means  to  exterminate  all  bugs 
and  their  eggs  in  the  household  effects  of  the  transferred  tenants. 

Supervision  of  Re-housing  Areas. — With  a view  to  having  the  houses  in  the 
re-housing  areas  kept  clean  and  in  proper  order  and  also  to  prevent  overcrowding 
and  subletting,  their  regular  visitation  by  Sanitary  Inspectresses  was  continued  with 
most  gratifying  results.  Year  by  year  further  improvement  in  the  conditions  both 
w'ithin  and  outside  the  houses  is  observed  and  the  majority  of  the  occupiers  seem  to 
appreciate  their  new  opportunity  of  living  in  healthy  conditions  amidst  pleasant  sur- 
roundings. Altogether  12,896  visits  were  made  during  the  year. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Improvements. — Many  minor  repairs  were  executed  on 
houses  by  owners  at  the  request  of  the  Department.  No  notices,  however,  were  served 
under  Section  1 4 of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1 930,  as  the  difficulties  associated  with 
many  properties  would  necessitate  the  provision  of  alternative  accommodation  for  the 
tenants,  and  it  was  thought  inadvisable  to  take  any  action  until  the  proposals  of  the 
Scottish  Departmental  Committee  on  Housing  were  known. 

Evidence  was  given  by  the  Local  Authority  before  this  Committee,  when  it  was 
estimated  that  there  were  approximately  50,000  houses  in  Edinburgh  unprovided  with 
«2 
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baths.  Included  in  this  number  there  were  7,000  one-apartment  houses  and  32,000 
two-apartment  houses  where  it  would  not  be  possible  to  provide  baths  without  re- 
arrangement or  combination  of  houses.  Apart  from  the  provision  of  baths  it  was  also 
estimated  that  approximately  8,000  houses  were  regarded  as  in  need  of  re-conditioning 
to  the  extent  of  requiring  the  introduction  of  modern  and  separate  sanitary  conven- 
iences for  each  house. 

The  “ Whitson  Report  ’ has  now  been  issued  and  the  decision  of  the  Government 
in  regard  thereto  is  eagerly  awaited  as  this  will  have  a direct  bearing  on  the  improvement 
of  existing  houses. 

Rural  Housing  Improvements. — Under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts, 
1926  and  1931,  applications  for  financial  grants  were  made  during  the  year  by  the 
owners  of  43  farms  and  other  rural  cottages.  All  were  granted  and  improvements  were 
immediately  proceeded  with,  including  the  provision  of  bathrooms,  sculleries,  drainage, 
improved  lighting  and  repairs  to  floors,  walls,  roofs,  etc. 

Farm  workers  houses  in  the  suburban  areas  were  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tresses in  order  to  ascertain  the  state  of  cleanliness  in  the  dwellings.  The  conditions 
were  usually  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  in  the  few  instances  which  were  not  up  to 
standard,  revisits  showed  a marked  improvement. 

INCREASE  OF  RENT,  ETC.,  ACTS. 

Application  was  received  from  the  tenants  of  two  houses  for  certificates  in  terms  of 
the  Rent  and  Mortgage  (Restrictions)  Acts,  1920-23,  that  their  houses  were  not  in  all 
respects  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair.  The  state  of  disrepair,  however,  was  not 
sufficient  for  the  granting  of  certificates  and  on  the  owners  attention  being  drawn  to 
the  matter,  all  necessary  repairs  were  carried  out. 

GENERAL  SANITATION. 

Nuisances  and  Sanitary  Improvements. — No  less  than  15,036  insanitary 
conditions  were  dealt  with  by  the  Inspectorial  staff.  Of  these  1 1,244  were  discovered 
by  the  Inspectors.  Intimations,  statutory  notices  and  written  communications  sent  in 
connection  with  these  matters  totalled  1 2,370. 

Of  the  total  number  of  insanitary  conditions,  2,728  or  1814  per  cent,  necessitated 
the  renewal,  repair,  or  clearance  of  drains  and  sanitary  appliances  ; 2,759,  or  18-35  per 
cent.,  required  the  painting  of  common  staircases  and  the  regulating  or  washing  of 
common  stairs,  passages,  etc.,;  2,734,  or  1819  per  cent.,  called  for  the  removal  of  accum- 
ulations of  rubbish,  garbage,  etc.  ; 2,400,  or  1596  per  cent.,  dealt  with  miscellaneous 
nuisances,  including  the  casting  of  garbage,  the  presence  of  rats,  mice  and  other  vermin, 
etc.  ; 2,075,  or  13'80  per  cent.,  had  reference  to  overcrowded  houses  ; 1,131,  or  7'52 
per  cent.,  demanded  repairs  to  roofs,  walls,  doors,  windows,  fire-places,  etc.,  of  dwelling 
houses  ; 941 , or  6'26  per  cent.,  were  concerned  with  dirty  floors,  dirty  bedding,  dampness, 
smoke  and  other  nuisances  in  dwelling  houses  ; and  268,  or  1 ’78  per  cent.,  required  the 
cleansing  of  cisterns  and  repairs  to  water  pipes.  These  conditions  are  fully  detailed 
and  classified  under  the  Wards  of  the  City  in  a tabulated  statement  appended  to  this 
report. 
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Sanitary  Conveniences  used  in  Common. — The  number  of  dry  closets  Is 
239  (inclusive  of  the  number  referred  to  in  the  table  as  being  used  in  common).  This  IS 
a decrease  of  56  dry  closets  as  compared  with  last  year.  All  privy  middens  have  now 
been  abolished,  the  last  six  having  been  discontinued  during  the  year.  The  number  of 
water  closets  and  sinks  used  in  common  was  reduced  by  241  and  54  respectively,  due  to 
the  demolition  and  closing  of  houses  under  the  various  slum  clearance  schemes,  and  to 
improvements  effected  at  other  properties.  The  number  of  houses  without  sink  and 
water  supply  within  the  house  and  without  the  use  of  a common  sink  has  been  reduced 

by  103. 


Number  used 

in  common 

by  the  Tenants  of 

Total 

Number 

Total 

2 

Houses. 

3 

Houses. 

4 

Houses. 

5 

Houses. 

6 

Houses. 

7 

Houses. 

8 

Houses. 

of 

Conven- 

iences. 

Number 

of 

Houses. 

Common  Waterclosets 

4,229 

1,343 

690 

98 

36 

2 

3 

6,401 

15,991 

Common  Sinks 

311 

280 

172 

41 

15 

5 

824 

2,480 

Number  of  Houses  without 
Sink  or  water  supply 
within  the  house  and 
without  the  use  of  a 
common  Sink  . . 

557 

Dry  Closets 

78 

5 

83 

171 

Ashpits  .... 

10 

5 

5 

20 

55 

Collection  of  Fish  Offal. — Exception  was  taken  to  the  crude  and  unsatisfactory 
method  of  collecting  offal  from  fishmongers’  shops  in  open  barrels  and  bins  by  ordinary 
commercial  motor  vehicles.  Obnoxious  odours  escaped  therefrom  during  conveyance 
through  the  city  and  occasioned  good  cause  for  complaint  by  the  citizens.  Represen- 
tation was  made  to  the  collecting  firm  regarding  the  offensive  nature  of  the  nuisance,  and 
the  company  immediately  issued  strict  instructions  to  their  employees,  under  penalty  of 
instant  dismissal  for  negligence,  to  keep  all  receptacles  covered  with  tarpaulin  sheets 
during  conveyance  through  the  streets.  In  the  warm  summer,  however,  the  stench  was 
most  offensive.  The  wear  and  tear  of  the  covers  permitted  the  escape  of  fumes,  barrels 
leaked  in  some  cases,  and  carelessness  was  observed  in  the  execution  of  the  firm’s  orders. 
Further  representation  was  made  to  the  company,  and  ultimately  new  motor  vehicles 
were  secured  for  this  particular  trade,  fitted  with  water-tight  metal  tanks  having  specially 
fixed  covers.  It  is  hoped  thereby  to  effect  a considerable  improvement. 

Pigeons. — Several  complaints  were  lodged  regarding  nuisance  and  annoyance  from 
disowned  or  “wild”  pigeons.  The  favourite  breeding  places  of  these  birds  were  found 
to  be  buildings  or  structures  which  afforded  adequate  and  convenient  shelter,  such  as 
churches,  tenements  with  exposed  and  unfinished  gable  ends,  railway  bridges,  etc.  The 
surroundings  of  those  places  were  much  fouled  and  the  cooing  of  large  numbers  of  pigeons 
became  an  annoyance  to  the  occupiers  of  the  neighbouring  houses.  Occupiers  of  houses 
themselves  contributed  to  the  nuisance  by  putting  out  scraps  of  bread  and  other  food- 
stuffs on  window  sills.  In  some  cases  the  occupiers  have  had  occasion  to  regret  this 
action,  as,  literally,  the  birds  “ came  home  to  roost  ” and  refused  to  be  driven  off.  Build- 
ings, bridges,  tenements,  etc.,  have  been  made  bird-proof  to  some  extent  by  the  use  of 
wire-netting  for  enclosing  nesting  places,  by  fixing  metal  spikes  on  projecting  ledges, 
and  by  properly  finishing  exposed  gable-ends,  but,  while  this  discourages  the  birds,  they 
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ultimately  settle  somewhere  else  in  the  neighbourhood.  Trapping  has  proved  only 
partially  successful  and  poisoning  is  a method  attendant  with  too  much  danger  to  be 
recommended.  The  problem  is  a very  difficult  one  and  a satisfactory  solution  has,  so 
far,  not  been  found. 

Noise. — A number  of  complaints  were  made  by  citizens  about  alleged  nuisance 
caused  by  noise  and  these  received  careful  and  sympathetic  consideration.  Unusual 
noise  may  be  a caused  of  incessant  irritation  to  some  people,  whilst  to  others  it  either 
appears  to  disturb  them  very  little  or  they  are  capable  of  accommodating  themselves  to 
it.  Where  annoyance  was  due  to  disturbance  of  rest  by  night  work,  restriction  of  the 
noise  as  far  as  possible  to  reasonable  hours  of  the  day  met  the  case,  and  where  the  noise 
complained  of  occurred  during  the  daytime,  it  was  possible  in  most  cases  to  persuade 
the  parties  concerned  to  have  adjustment  made  to  lessen  the  offence. 

Complaints  have  become  more  frequent  regarding  noise  from  refrigerating  plant  in 
shops  situated  in  tenemental  property.  In  those  cases  the  humming  and  vibration  of 
the  dynamo  caused  considerable  annoyance  to  the  occupiers  of  the  dwelling  houses  above. 
In  certain  instances  the  complaints  were  considerably  abated  by  adjustment  of  the 
mechanism,  while  in  other  cases  new  positions  for  the  plant  had  to  be  selected.  In  one 
instance  it  was  necessary  to  substitute  modern  plant  for  the  existing  antiquated  apparatus. 

Some  noise  nuisances  were  due  to  carelessness  or  thoughtlessness,  for  example 
where  unnecessary  shouting  was  complained  of  at  dance  halls.  Arrangements  were 
made  in  those  cases  for  the  prohibition  of  noisy  dances,  at  least  after  midnight. 

Noise  arising  from  the  careless  handling  of  milk  cans  and  cases  containing  bottles 
of  aerated  water  was  satisfactorily  adjusted  by  the  exercise  of  more  care. 

It  is  gratifying  to  acknowledge  the  sympathetic  reception  given  by  the  parties 
concerned  to  the  representations  made  by  this  Department,  and  their  willingness  to  do 
everything  possible  to  remove  the  cause  of  complaint. 

OVERCROWDING. 

The  number  of  overcrowding  cases  in  the  City  which  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Department  was  2,075,  this  being  an  increase  of  229  compared  with  last  year.  Of  the 
total  number  844  were  entirely  new  cases. 

While  much  of  the  overcrowding  was  caused  by  the  size  of  the  family  in  residence, 
in  286  cases  it  was  either  due  to  or  aggravated  by  the  keeping  of  lodgers  or  the  sub- 
letting of  rooms  to  other  families. 

Of  the  2,075  overcrowded  houses,  1,092  were  of  one  apartment,  946  of  two  apart- 
ments, and  37  of  three  apartments  and  over. 

In  212  instances  the  available  space  per  person  had  been  reduced  to  below  200  cubic 
feet,  being  less  than  half  of  what  has  been  recognised  as  a very  low  standard,  namely 
400  feet. 
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In  individual  cases  the  available  space  had  been  reduced  to  extremely  low  figures, 
ranging  from  100  to  138  cubic  feet  per  person. 

In  747  instances  the  overcrowding  was  abated  and  of  this  number  297  were  of  one 
apartment,  296  of  two  apartments,  19  of  three  apartments  and  135  were  instances  of  sub- 
letting of  rooms  or  keeping  of  lodgers.  Recommendations  were  made  to  the  House- 
letting Department  in  818  instances  where  overcrowding  was  serious  and  where  there 
was  a lack  of  proper  sex  separation. 

Overcrowding — Special  Survey. — As  three  years  had  elapsed  since  the  first 
overcrowding  survey  was  made  in  the  Wardlaw  district,  it  was  thought  advisable  this 
year  to  make  a re-survey  to  ascertain  if  any  improvement  had  taken  place  in  the  conditions. 

The  same  houses  were  visited,  comprising  1,395  houses  in  Wardlaw  Street,  Place, 
Terrace,  Gorgie  Road,  Whitepark,  Newton  Street  and  Stewart  Terrace.  The  popul- 
ation was  ascertained  to  be  5,707  as  compared  with  6,051  in  the  previous  survey,  an 
average  of  3'82  persons  per  house. 

During  the  three  years,  3 1 3 removals  or  changes  in  tenancy  had  taken  place.  Despite 
this  fact,  however,  the  re-survey  demonstrated  that  no  material  change  in  the  conditions 
of  overcrowding  had  occurred. 

Taking  the  cubic  space  standard  of  overcrowding  it  was  found  that  of  the  59  cases 
discovered  in  the  1930  survey  33  had  been  abated,  but  there  were  35  new  cases,  making 
a total  of  61  houses  in  which  there  was  less  than  400  cubic  feet  per  person.  Somewhat 
similar  results  were  ascertained  in  respect  of  the  want  of  proper  sex  separation  and  the 
standard  of  persons  per  room. 

Overcrowding  Estimate. — To  assist  in  the  preparation  of  the  Five-Years’ 
Housing  Programme  for  1934-38,  a Report  was  made  to  the  Local  Authority  by  this 
Department  in  which  it  was  estimated  that  there  were  approximately  3,000  overcrowded 
houses  in  the  City.  This  estimate  was  based  on  the  standard  of  400  cubic  feet  per 
person,  but  it  is  felt  that  this  standard  does  not  indicate  the  real  extent  of  the  problem 
and  it  is  desirable  that  standards  similar  to  those  laid  down  for  Improvement  Areas 
under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930,  should  be  adopted. 

Any  standards  adopted  should  provide  for  a minimum  floor  space  per  person  ; 
the  proper  separation  of  the  sexes  ; and  a maximum  number  of  persons  per  room. 

Unfortunately  there  is  no  provision  in  the  Act  whereby  Local  Authorities  may 
obtain  a grant  for  the  erection  of  houses  to  relieve  overcrowding  and  the  ordinary  rent 
for  new  houses  is  greater  than  the  majority  of  persons  living  under  overcrowded 
conditions  can  afford  to  pay  ; in  fact  it  is  usually  found  that  the  larger  the  family  the 
less  money  can  be  set  aside  as  rent  by  the  tenants. 

As  no  real  progress  can  be  made  until  there  is  a sufficient  number  of  low-rented 
houses  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Government  will  consider  the  giving  of  a grant  for 
overcrowding  similar  to  the  “ Unit  Grant  ” for  insanitary  dwellings  closed  or  demolished. 
C2 
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VERMIN  REPRESSION. 

Verminous  Children. — During  the  year  169  cases  involving  198  children  were 
notified  by  the  Education  Officials,  and  in  connection  therewith  7 beds  and  248  sets 
of  personal  clothing  were  disinfected  and  190  children  were  bathed  at  the  City 
Disinfecting  Station. 

Verminous  Houses. — 540  houses,  which  upon  examination,  were  found  to  be  in 
a verminous  condition,  were  dealt  with  and  246  beds  were  removed  to  the  City  Disin- 
fector for  treatment.  229  apartments  were  stripped  of  wallpaper  and  the  walls  there- 
after treated  with  an  insecticide. 

Rat  Destruction. — During  the  year  the  Department  received  333  notifications 
regarding  premises  infested  by  rats  and  mice.  Repeated  visits  were  made  and  285 
premises  were  cleared  of  the  vermin. 

These  rat  infestations  may  be  divided  into  two  classes,  viz.  : (1)  surface  vermin 
which  had  gamed  access  to  premises,  and  (2)  vermin  that  had  a habitat  underground, 
generally  in  the  drainage  or  sewerage  systems.  The  former  type  of  infestation  was  not 
difficult  to  deal  with.  Trapping,  poisoning  and  gassing  methods  were  generally  found 
to  be  effective  in  these  cases.  The  use  of  poisons  in  mhabitated  dwellings  was  dis- 
couraged, as  obnoxious  odours  arise  from  carcases  concealed  under  floors  and  in  sheltered 
places.  The  tracing  and  removal  of  these  dead  rats  causes  considerable  inconvenience 
and  expense  both  to  occupiers  and  owners.  The  underground  source  of  infestation  is 
more  difficult  to  remedy  and  extensive  surveys  and  expense  are  often  involved.  In 
many  cases  the  renewal  of  drains  and  sewers  is  found  necessary. 

Rat  Week. — Satisfactory  results  were  again  achieved  during  Rat  Week  when 
the  Local  Authority  co-operated  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  an  intensive 
campaign  for  the  destruction  of  rodents. 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  sixteen 
common  lodging  houses  with  accommodation  for  2,135  persons.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  the  common  lodging  houses  numbered  fifteen,  with  accommodation  for  2,041 
persons.  One  lodging  house  in  the  Cowgate  with  accommodation  for  ninety-four 
men  was  discontinued  as  the  premises  were  acquired  by  the  Heriot  Trust  for  the 
extension  of  the  Heriot-Watt  College.  In  another,  baths  and  additional  lavatory  and 
water-closet  accommodation  were  introduced. 

Farmed-Out  Houses. — The  number  of  farmed-out  houses  on  the  register  is 
similar  to  last  year,  namely,  57  with  accommodation  for  205  persons. 

Houses  Let-in-Lodgings. — At  January,  1933,  there  were  15  houses  let-in- 
lodgings with  accommodation  for  590  persons.  During  the  year  2 houses  with 
accommodation  for  43  persons  were  removed  from  the  register,  the  businesses  having 
been  discontinued.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  13  houses  let-in-lodgings  on 
the  register,  with  accommodation  for  547  persons. 
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ACCOMMODATION  FOR  SEASONAL  WORKERS. 

During  the  year  approximately  437  seasonal  workers  were  employed  on  16  farms. 

New  Bye-laws  were  adopted  by  the  Local  Authority  last  year,  the  principal  additions 
being  the  measures  for  precaution  against  fire.  Farmers  were  notified  regarding  these 
important  additions  and  they  have  taken  steps  to  carry  out  the  necessary  alterations. 
In  some  cases,  the  work  has  not  been  fully  carried  out  and  close  touch  is  being  kept 
with  the  farmers  in  an  effort  to  have  the  accommodation  provided  in  accordance  with 
the  Bye-laws.  The  regular  visits  of  inspection  to  the  various  premises  showed  them 
to  be  kept  in  a cleanly  and  sanitary  condition. 


PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Picture  houses,  theatres  ancf  other  places  of  public  entertainment  were  regularly 
visited  by  the  Inspectors  and  as  a rule  the  cleanliness  and  sanitary  accommodation  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory.  Any  matters  requiring  attention  were  immediately  remedied 
by  the  management. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. — As  air  is  one  of  the  primary  essentials  of  life,  the 
prevention  of  atmospheric  pollution  is  regarded  as  a matter  of  the  utmost  importance. 
It  is  now  recognised  that  a smoky  atmosphere  with  its  consequent  deprivation  of  sun- 
light adversely  affects  health.  When  the  temperature  of  such  an  atmosphere  is  lowered, 
fog  results.  Although  cn  account  of  its  elevated  and  exposed  situation,  Edinburgh 
does  not  suffer  from  foggy  conditions  to  the  same  extent  as  other  cities,  there  are 
occasional  reminders  of  the  grossly  polluting  effects  of  smoke  in  the  atmosphere.  Apart 
from  fog,  the  damage  done  by  the  constant  discharge  of  smoke  is  demonstrated  by  its 
soiling  effects  on  buildings  and  fabrics,  and  its  withering  influence  upon  vegetation. 

Investigation  of  atmospheric  pollution  is  undertaken  in  co-operation  with  the 
Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research.  For  this  purpose,  three  deposit 
gauges  are  stationed  as  follows  : — One  at  Leith  Links,  one  at  Bruntsfield  House  and 
one  at  West  Princes  Street  Gardens.  Statistics  for  the  year  ending  December  1933, 
show  that  the  mean  monthly  deposits  in  total  solids  per  square  mile  were  13'917  tons 
in  Leith,  12-854  tons  in  Bruntsfield  and  24-006  tons  in  West  Princes  Street  Gardens, 
averaging  1 6*925  tons  for  the  City.  The  latter  station  has  always  recorded  the  heaviest 
deposit,  doubtless  due  to  the  low  level  and  close  proximity  of  the  railway. 

The  annual  report  ending  March  1933,  issued  by  the  Department  of  Scientific 
and  Industrial  Research,  recorded  the  mean  monthly  deposits  in  total  solids  per  square 
mile  as  follows  : — Edinburgh,  1 8*563  tons  ,*  Glasgow,  1 9*35  tons  ; Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  1 9*293  tons;  Sheffield,  22*  1 1 tons;  Salford,  1 8*853  tons;  Liverpool,  37-715 
tons;  and  London,  21 -35  tons.  Liverpool,  Glasgow  and  London,  have  two,  nine, 
and  thirteen  recording  stations  respectively  established,  while  Edinburgh,  Newcastle, 
Sheffield,  and  Salford  have  three  each. 


12 

Monthly  Records  of  Deposit, 


Month. 

Station. 

Millimetres 

of 

Rainfall. 

Total  Insoluble 
Matter. 

Total  Soluble 
Matter. 

Total  Solids. 

Total  Solids. 

Metric  Tons, 
per 

Sq.  Kilometre. 

Metric  Tons 
per 

Sq.  Kilometre. 

Metric  Tons 
per 

Sq.  Kilometre. 

English  Tons 
per 

Sq.  Mile. 

January  . 

Leith  Links  . 

46  85 

3-71 

2-43 

6-14 

15-72 

Bruntsheld  House 

42-53 

3-71 

2-63 

6-34 

16-23 

W.  Princes  St.  Gds. 

52-12 

5-28 

2-27 

7-55 

19-33 

February 

Leith  Links  . 

27-95 

5-67 

2-79 

8-46 

21-66 

Bi  untsheld  House 

35- 10 

3-30 

1-47 

4 77 

12-21 

W.  Princes  St.  Gds. 

36-83 

5-32 

1-98 

7-30 

18-69 

March 

Leith  Links  . 

15-74 

2-61 

0-85 

3-46 

8-86 

Bruntsheld  House 

24-91 

3-74 

1-00 

4-74 

12-14 

W.  Princes  St.  Gds. 

20-90 

5-90 

2-01 

7-91 

20-23 

April 

Leith  Links  . 

46-31 

3-48 

2-50 

5-98 

15-31 

Bruntsheld  House 

49-14 

4-21 

2-07 

6-28 

16-08 

W.  Princes  St.  Gds. 

45-54 

10-79 

1-37 

12-16 

31-13 

May 

Leith  Links  . 

43-47 

2-89 

1-72 

461 

11-83 

Bruntsheld  House 

44-28 

2-44 

1-20 

3-64 

9-32 

W.  Princes  St.  Gds. 

38-76 

' 7-35 

•2-17  - 

9-52 

24-35 

June 

Leith  Links  . 

40-50 

2-75 

1-62 

4-37 

1 1-21 

Bruntsheld  House 

39-42 

4-58 

1-34 

5-92 

15-15 

W.  Princes  St.  Gds. 

41-73 

17-71 

1-91 

19-62 

5019 

July  . 

Leith  Links  . 

88-83 

4-45 

2-48 

6-93 

17-74 

Bruntsheld  House 

88-02 

2-82 

2-11 

4-93 

12-62 

W.  Princes  St.  Gds. 

83-59 

7-73 

1-84 

9 57 

24-50 

August  . 

Leith  Links  . 

19-64 

2-78 

0-86 

3-64 

9-34 

Bruntsheld  House  . 

23-76 

3-90 

1-91 

5-81 

14-88 

W.  Princes  St.  Gds. 

18-06 

5-36 

1-88 

7-24 

18-55 

September 

Leith  Links  . 

43-88 

2-71 

2-20 

4-91 

12-57 

Bruntsheld  House 

45-90 

2-20 

1-83 

403 

10-32 

W.  Princes  St.  Gds. 

41-93 

6-40 

1-93 

8-33 

21-32 

October  . 

Leith  Links  . 

52-85 

3-36 

2-65 

6-01 

15-38 

Bruntsheld  House 

61-16 

2-86 

1-71 

4-57 

11-70 

W.  Princes  St.  Gds. 

56-88 

5-26 

3-47 

8-73 

22-34 

November 

Leith  Links  . 

34-43 

2-75 

1-79 

4-54 

1 1-62 

Bruntsheld  House 

37-80 

1-96 

1-74 

3-70 

9-47 

W.  Princes  St.  Gds. 

34-83 

5-15 

2-36 

7-51 

19-22 

December 

Leith  Links  . 

15-19 

4-32 

1-84 

6-16 

15-77 

Bruntsheld  House 

21-74 

3-96 

1-56 

5-52 

14-13 

W.  Princes  St.  Gds. 

19-67 

5-55 

1-57 

7-12 

18-23 

Educational  Measures. — Lectures  on  domestic  aspects  of  the  smoke  problem 
were  given  by  the  senior  smoke  abatement  inspector  to  women  attending  the  continuation 
evening  classes.  Methods  were  explained  whereby  smoke  from  domestic  fires  could 
be  reduced,  but  it  was  urged  that  substantial  improvement  could  only  be  effected  by 
the  adoption  of  gas,  electricity  and  smokeless  fuels.  Furnace  and  boiler  management, 
with  a view  to  smoke  abatement  in  the  industrial  field,  was  made  a subject  of  special 
study  by  a class  for  firemen  at  Heriot-Watt  College.  These  lectures  were  well  attended 
and  it  is  hoped  to  continue  them  next  winter. 

Public  Complaints. — Forty  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  The 
majority  referred  to  smoke  from  low  chimneys  of  central  heating  boilers  in  close 
proximity  to  dwelling-houses.  By  substituting  coke  for  coal,  and  in  some  cases  by 
heightening  chimneys,  satisfactory  adjustment  was  made. 

Railways. — The  various  railway  depots  and  stations  were  visited  from  time  to 
time.  Owing  to  the  central  situation  of  the  Waverley  Station  special  attention  was 
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given  there.  Drivers  now  fully  appreciate  the  necessity  of  preventing  unnecessary 
emission  of  smoke  from  engines.  The  few  cases  of  neglect  reported  were  due  to  care- 
lessness. 

Steam  Road  Waggons. — Steam  waggons  traversing  the  streets  were  closely 
watched.  In  narrow  thoroughfares  smoke  from  these  vehicles,  although  not  dense,  is 
obnoxious  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  discharge  occurs  8 to  10  feet  only  above  the 
street  level.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  a number  of  locally-owned  steam 
road  waggons  were  withdrawn  owing  to  the  higher  rate  of  taxation  and  motor  vehicles 
substituted.  Should  this  practice  continue,  this  class  of  smoke  nuisance  will  become 
negligible. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Chimneys. — Observations  were  made  daily  of  the 
emissions  of  smoke  from  factory  and  workshop  chimneys.  Where  excessive  emissions 
took  place,  observations  were  extended  over  a period  before  action  was  taken.  These 
observations  totalled  368,  each  of  one  hour’s  duration.  In  twenty-five  cases  it  was 
necessary  to  notify  defaulting  owners.  In  the  majority  of  cases  improvement  was 
effected  by  adopting  better  methods  of  stoking.  Altogether  1,792  visits  were  made. 

The  following  is  a tabulation  of  the  improvements  effected  : — 


New  Steam  Boilers  installed,  including  replacement  of  old  Boilers  ....  9 

Steam  Boiler  replaced  by  electric  power  .........  1 

Secondary-air  Smoke-preventing  apparatus  fitted  to  Steam  Boiler  Furnaces  ...  4 

Mechanical  Stokers  fitted  to  Steam  Boilers  ........  4 

Mechanical  Stokers  fitted  to  Central  Heating  Boilers  .......  3 

New  Chimneys  erected  or  existing  ones  heightened  to  increase  their  draught  ...  9 

Furnaces  in  which  anthracite,  coke  or  non-bituminous  fuel  has  been  substituted  for  coal 
(This  includes  churches,  institutions,  garages,  laundries,  etc.)  . . . . . 19 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  nature  and  number  of  the  Offensive  Trades  carried  on 
in  the  City.  They  comprise  3 tanners,  8 hide  and  skin  factors,  1 gut  scraper,  I glue 
and  size  maker,  2 skinners,  1 soap  boiler,  3 tripe  cleaners,  5 manure  manufacturers  and 
2 tallow  melters,  making  a total  of  26. 

The  various  works  were  regularly  visited  in  order  to  see  that  the  Bye-laws  were 
being  observed. 

FOOD  SUPERVISION. 

Shops  and  premises  used  for  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  food  were 
regularly  inspected,  and  as  a result,  a measure  of  improvement  was  perceptible  both 
in  the  condition  in  which  these  premises  were  kept  and  in  the  care  exercised  in  purveying 
food.  It  is  very  necessary  that  this  improvement  should  continue  as  a clean  and  whole- 
some food  supply  is  one  of  the  fundamental  factors  in  maintaining  the  health  of  the 
people. 

1>2 
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The  legislation  relating  to  the  preparation  and  sale  of  food  can  scarcely  be  said 
to  have  kept  pace  with  the  modern  hygienic  trend  on  this  subject  and  it  is  highly  desirable 
that  it  should  be  brought  up  to  a proper  standard.  Proper  construction  of  the  premises 
and  adequate  protection  of  the  food  by  the  installation  of  modern  fittings  are  two  of 
the  most  important  points  to  be  kept  in  view,  and  these  could  be  more  generally  attained 
by  means  of  regulations. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  number  of  registered  dairy- keepers,  including  hawkers,  at  2nd  January, 
1933,  was  473.  Applications  for  registration  were  received  during  the  year  in  respect 
of  17  premises  and  1 1 hawkers.  Four  of  the  premises  were  fully  registered,  13  were 
registered  for  the  sale  of  bottled  milk  only,  and  the  hawkers  were  provisionally  registered 
for  the  sale  of  bottled  milk  from  vehicles.  In  addition,  application  for  registration 
from  81  dealers  to  sell  sterhzed  milk  in  sealed  bottles  was  provisionally  granted. 
Certificates  of  registration  were  cancelled  for  7 dairies  and  1 hawker,  the  sale  of  milk 
having  been  discontinued.  The  total  number  of  persons  registered,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  was  574. 

The  total  approximate  daily  sale  of  milk  of  all  classes  was  25,406  gallons,  which 
is  equivalent  to  an  average  amount  of  about  half-a-pint  per  person.  The  amount  of 
milk  sold  in  bottles  was  79  per  cent,  of  the  total,  this  figure  being  similar  to  the  previous 
year.  Milk  sold  over  the  counter  or  passed  on  to  the  consumer  other  than  in  bottles 
accounted  for  12  per  cent.,  and  the  remaining  9 per  cent,  was  supplied  in  bulk  to 
institutions,  etc. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  (Scotland),  1930  . — The  quantities 
of  the  specially  designated  milks  now  sold  daily  within  the  City  are — 315  gallons  of 
“ Certified,”  877  gallons  of  “ Grade  A ” (Tuberculin  Tested),  and  46  gallons  of  “ Grade 
A.”  In  addition,  15,914  gallons  of  milk  are  “Pasteurised,”  although  only  a small 
proportion  of  this  is  sold  under  licence,  making  a total  of  17,152  gallons  or  about  68 
per  cent,  of  the  total  daily  sale  of  milk.  This  is  an  increase  of  1 per  cent,  as  compared 
with  last  year. 

The  Local  Authority  has  granted  licences  to  223  dealers  for  the  sale  of  the  various 
grades  of  milk  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  (Scotland),  1930.  81  being 
for  “ Certified,”  58  for  “Grade  A”  (Tuberculin  Tested),  15  for  “Grade  A”  and 
69  for  “ Pasteurised.”  This  is  an  increase  of  15  over  the  previous  year. 

ICE  CREAM. 

The  number  of  shops  registered  for  the  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  is  273.  Forty-four 
samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  procured  from  shop  premises,  etc.,  in  the  City,  for  the 
purpose  of  chemical  analysis,  in  order  to  determine  the  quantity  of  milk  fat  present, 
and  the  City  Analyst  reported  that  the  average  amount  was  3‘  1 3 per  cent. 

PREVENTION  OF  FOOD  ADULTERATION. 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  samples  procured  for  chemical  analysis  was 
1,778,  and  consisted  of  881  statutory  and  897  informal  samples,  showing  a rate  of  3'93 
per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  number  of  statutory  samples  taken  represented 
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103  different  articles  of  food  and  drugs.  With  regard  to  the  statutory  samples, 
Dr  A.  Scott  Dodd,  B.Sc.,  Ph.D.,  F.R.S.E.,  the  City  Analyst,  reported  835  or  95 
per  cent,  to  be  genuine,  and  46  or  5 per  cent,  as  not  being  in  conformity  with  the 
statutory  requirements. 

Milk. — For  obvious  reasons,  the  number  of  samples  of  sweet  milk  was  larger 
than  that  of  any  other  article  of  food,  the  number  of  statutory  samples  being  195, 
while,  in  addition,  187  samples  were  procured  at  shops,  railway  stations,  etc.,  for 
biological  examination. 

Of  these  statutory  samples,  176  were  reported  as  conforming  to  the  standard 
specified  in  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  and  19  as  having  been  adulterated  either  by 
the  abstraction  of  fat  or  the  addition  of  water  or  both. 

The  average  amount  of  milk  fat,  calculated  from  all  the  statutory  samples,  including 
those  certified  as  having  been  adulterated,  showed  the  creditable  figure  of  353  per 
cent.,  which  compares  most  favourably  with  the  presumptive  standard,  viz.,  3 per  cent. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  (Scotland),  1930  . — As  the  standard 
of  milk  fat  under  this  Order  for  the  three  principal  grades  is  35  per  cent.,  samples 
of  the  various  supplies  were  analysed  each  month. 

The  total  number  of  samples  taken  was  225,  and  consisted  of  105  “ Certified,” 
62  “ Grade  A ” (Tuberculin  Tested),  23  “ Grade  A,”  and  35  of  “ Pasteurised  ” Milk. 

A detailed  statement  is  submitted,  showing  the  number  of  samples  taken  in  each 
month  of  the  year,  under  the  various  designations,  along  with  the  average  amount  of 
butter  fat  found  present. 


“ Certified." 

“ Grade  A " (T.T.). 

“ Grade  A." 

Pasteurised." 

Date. 

No. 

of 

Samples. 

Butter 

Fat. 

Per  Cent. 

No. 

of 

Samples. 

Butter 

Fat. 

Per  Cent. 

No. 

of 

Samples. 

Butter 

Fat. 

Per  Cent. 

No. 

of 

Samples. 

Butter 

Fat. 

Per  Cent. 

January 

9 

4-03 

6 

4-14 

2 

3-54 

3 

3-72 

February  . 

9 

3-87 

6 

382 

2 

3-58 

3 

3-55 

March 

9 

400 

6 

3-93 

2 

3-14 

3 

3-52 

April  . 

9 

3-82 

5 

3-86 

2 

3-68 

3 

3-61 

May  . 

9 

3-88 

6 

3-82 

2 

3-72 

3 

3-48 

June  . 

9 

3-89 

6 

3-54 

2 

3-71 

3 

3-39 

July  . . . 

9 

3-87 

5 

3-50 

2 

3-76 

3 

3-53 

August 

8 

3-84 

2 

3-58 

1 

3-66 

3 

3-65 

September  . 

7 

3-96 

6 

4-20 

2. 

3-93 

2 

3-92 

October 

9 

3-72 

5 

407 

2 

3-75 

3 

3-57 

November  . 

9 

3-75 

5 

3-70 

2 

3-81 

3 

3-40 

December  . 

9 

4-07 

4 

4-02 

2 

3-90 

3 

3-58 

Total  . 

105 

62 

23 

35 

Average 

3-89 

3-85 

... 

3-68 

3-58 
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A scrutiny  of  the  figures  showed  the  following  interesting  results  : — the  average 
amount  of  fat  present  under  each  designation  complied  with  the  specified  standard 
with  one  exception,  when  in  the  month  of  March,  the  “Grade  A”  milk  was  3 14 
per  cent. 

The  principal  grades,  viz.  : — “ Certified  ’’  and  “ Grade  A ” (Tuberculin  Tested) 
were  not  only  higher  than  the  standard,  but  on  several  months  reached  the  satisfactory 
figure  of  4 per  cent. 

Mince. — The  infringements  under  the  Preservatives  Regulations  in  regard  to 
Mince  were  comparatively  few  during  the  year,  being  a marked  contrast  to  former 
years. 

The  number  of  samples  purchased  from  butchers  throughout  the  City  were  58, 
and  only  6 of  these  were  reported  upon  adversely  by  the  City  Analyst. 

While  excessive  amounts  of  sulphur  dioxide  have  been  the  exception  for  several 
years,  two  of  these  samples  contained  1,427  and  1,050  parts  per  million  by  weight. 
These  are  exceptional  quantities  and  compare  most  unfavourably  with  the  legal  maximum 
of  450  parts. 

Prosecutions  were  successfully  instituted  against  4 offenders,  and  a total  sum 
of  £7  5s.  6d.  was  inflicted  in  fines. 

Sausages. — There  is  such  a very  extensive  consumption  of  this  popular  article 
of  diet  that  it  necessitates  greater  supervision  in  regard  to  the  presence  of  preservatives 
than  any  other  foodstuffs. 

Offences  which,  for  some  years  were  far  too  rife,  had  shown  a considerable 
diminution  during  the  past  two  years,  and  this  has  been  more  pronounced  during 
the  present  term. 

The  results  of  the  analyses  are  unique,  as  notwithstanding  the  large  number  sub- 
mitted for  examination,  no  sample  contained  preservative  in  excess  of  the  quantity 
sanctioned  under  the  Regulations. 

Altogether,  87  samples  of  various  descriptions  of  sausages  were  reported  upon 
by  the  City  Analyst,  and  while  all  complied  with  the  specified  standard,  it  was  found 
that  20  of  these  were  free  from  any  preservative. 

Imported  Foodstuffs. — For  several  years  there  has  been  some  dissatisfaction 
among  certain  traders  with  regard  to  the  non-payment  of  samples  taken  upon  im- 
portation. During  the  present  year  this  question  was  raised  in  the  House  of  Commons 
and  the  Under  Secretary  for  Scotland,  who  replied  on  behalf  of  the  Government, 
stated  that  the  Act  under  which  the  regulations  were  made  does  not  require  payment 
for  samples  of  such  imports. 
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Visitation  was  made  at  regular  intervals  to  the  Port  of  Leith  in  order  to  procure 
samples  of  the  imported  articles  of  food  detailed  in  the  Preservatives  Regulations  which 
come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Thirty-three  samples,  representing  a variety  of  12  different  foodstuffs  were  for- 
warded  for  chemical  examination  and  all  were  reported  as  complying  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Regulations. 

Metallic  Contamination  of  Canned  Foodstuffs. — Owing  to  the  increasing 
manufacture  of  canned  foods  it  was  decided  to  have  a number  of  these  analysed  with 
a view  to  the  determination  of  the  presence  of  metallic  contamination. 

Accordingly,  a variety  of  22  samples  of  different  descriptions  of  canned  meat, 
fish,  vegetables,  etc.,  was  purchased  throughout  the  City,  representing  both  Home  and 
Foreign  produce,  and  forwarded  for  analysis. 

Quantities  of  tin  varying  from  0-22  to  L40  grains  per  lb.  were  found  in  13  samples, 
while  9 were  reported  to  be  free  from  any  trace  of  metals. 

Dr.  A.  Scott  Dodd  reported  as  follows  : — “ The  results  of  analysis  of  the  various 
kinds  of  canned  food  show  that  the  Foreign  and  Home  produce  are  equally  satisfactory 
and  that  there  is  little  to  fear  from  either  as  regards  metallic  contamination. 

“ In  former  years  excessive  quantities  of  tin  were  frequently  found  and  there 
were  also  some  instances  of  contamination  with  lead  and  other  metals. 

‘ All  the  samples  recently  examined  were  found  to  be  free  from  lead,  and  in  those 
instances  where  tin  was  detected,  the  amount  found  was  well  below  the  suggested  limit 
of  2 grains  per  lb.  This  would  appear  to  indicate  that  the  use  of  lacquers  and  other 
harmless  inhibitors  is  attended  with  satisfactory  results.” 

THE  SALE  OF  FOOD  ORDER,  1921. 

The  only  provisions  which  have  not  been  revoked  under  this  Order  are  applicable 
to  the  labelling  of  Imported  Meat,  and  these  have  been  continued  in  force  during  the 
present  year. 

On  visiting  the  butchers’  premises  throughout  the  City,  it  was  apparent  that  the 
majority  of  the  shopkeepers  were  alive  to  their  responsibility  in  observing  the  terms 
of  the  Order. 

There  were,  however,  several  instances  where  the  labelling  of  the  imported  meat 
was  not  in  conformity  with  the  specified  requirements.  The  persons  in  default  were 
cautioned  and  subsequent  visits  were  made  to  the  premises,  when  it  was  invariably 
found  that  the  labelling  had  since  been  carried  out  in  an  efficient  manner. 

THE  RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1911. 

The  high  standard  of  cleanliness,  which  has  been  the  feature  of  the  past  few  years, 
has  been  well  maintained  and  is  highly  creditable  to  the  manufacturers  of  rag  flock. 
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Eleven  samples  were  procured  at  various  bedding  premises  throughout  the  City 
and  submitted  for  chemical  examination. 

The  City  Analyst  reported  ten  of  these  as  containing  Chlorine  well  below  the 
permissible  maximum  sanctioned  by  the  Regulations. 

The  other  sample,  which  did  not  comply  with  the  standard,  had  been  supplied 
by  a firm  in  the  West  of  Scotland,  and  as  the  City  Analyst  was  of  the  opinion  that  it 
had  undergone  a certain  process  of  washing,  it  was  decided  to  refrain  from  taking 
legal  action. 


THE  POISONS  AND  PHARMACY  ACT,  1908. 

Under  the  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933,  the  above  Act  is  repealed,  but  the 
date  when  the  new  Act  comes  into  operation  has  not  yet  been  fixed  by  Order  in  Council. 

The  total  number  of  persons  licensed  to  sell  poisonous  substances  used  in  agriculture 
and  horticulture  is  29,  all  with  one  exception  being  holders  of  licences  previously  granted 
by  the  local  Authority. 

Visitation  was  made  to  the  various  premises  and  it  was  evident  that  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  were  receiving  due  attention.  All  poisonous  substances  were  being  kept 
strictly  apart  from  any  other  goods,  while  an  examination  of  the  Poisons  Books  shewed 
that  the  required  details  were  being  properly  entered. 

THE  FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926. 

It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  understand  the  attitude  of  indifference  displayed  by  the 
farmers  throughout  the  district,  in  regard  to  the  legislation  provided  for  their  special 
benefit  under  this  Act,  for,  since  its  inception,  no  demand  has  yet  been  made  by  them 
to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view  to  their  taking  advantage  of  its  provisions.  This 
is  the  more  surprising  as  the  present  Act  is  such  a decided  improvement  on  the  previous 
Acts,  and  was  framed,  to  a great  extent  with  the  distinct  purpose  of  assisting  the  farming 
industry. 

Inspections  were  made  of  premises  throughout  the  City,  where  fertilisers  and 
feeding  stuffs  were  manufactured,  and  seven  samples  of  scheduled  feeding  stuffs  and 
one  sample  of  fertiliser  were  taken  in  the  prescribed  manner  for  the  purpose  of  analysis 
by  the  Agricultural  Analyst.  These  were  certified  to  conform  to  the  statutory  state- 
ments in  all  respects  with  one  exception,  viz.,  a sample  of  Egyptian  Cotton  Cake  which 
was  found  to  be  slightly  below  the  guarantee  in  Oil. 

THE  MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926. 

The  various  “ Orders  in  Council  ” which  have  come  into  operation  under  the 
above  Act  now  represent  many  imported  foodstuffs  and  their  enforcement  by  Local 
Authorities  demands  considerable  time  and  attention. 

Inspection  of  the  various  business  premises  throughout  the  City  proved  that 
the  shopkeepers,  as  a whole,  were  observant  of  the  provisions  detailed  in  the  specified 
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Orders,  but  there  was  a small  minority  who  appeared  to  adopt  rather  a careless  attitude. 
This  applied  especially  to  the  marking  of  imported  raw  tomatoes  and,  in  certain  instances, 
where  a reprimand  had  failed  to  effect  its  purpose,  it  was  reluctantly  decided  to  prosecute. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  two  Fruit  Merchants  who  had  been 
repeatedly  cautioned  in  regard  to  the  ticketing  of  imported  tomatoes,  and  Fines  of  £1 
and  10s.  respectively  were  imposed.  It  was  at  once  apparent  that  this  action  had  a 
most  salutary  effect,  for  these  infringements  practically  ceased. 


PORT  SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

Shipping  Arrivals. — The  amount  of  shipping  which  entered  the  Port  of  Leith 
and  Granton  Harbour,  inclusive  of  steamers,  motor  ships,  sailing  and  fishing  craft, 
totalled  1 1 ,084  vessels  of  2,947,896  tons,  an  increase  in  arrivals  of  198  vessels  and  122,210 
tons  over  last  year.  Particulars  of  the  inspections  made  and  the  insanitary  conditions 
dealt  with  are  detailed  m tabular  form. 

Sanitation. — 1 he  greater  number  of  nuisances  discovered  on  board  ships  had 
to  do  with  matters  of  general  hygiene,  such  as  the  cleaning  of  fresh  water  tanks,  bilges, 
scuppers,  sanitary  appliances,  holds,  galleys,  food  stores,  pantries,  etc.,  the  efficient 
heating,  lighting  and  ventilation  of  the  living  quarters  and  the  prevention  of  dampness 
therein.  Other  conditions  necessitated  repairs  to  lavatories,  wash-hand  basins,  sinks 
and  baths,  and  also  included  measures  for  the  extermination  of  rats,  mice  and  other 
vermin. 

Masters  of  vessels  and  their  officers  fully  appreciate  the  necessity  of  maintaining 
a good  standard  of  cleanliness,  but  for  several  reasons  conditions  on  board  many  vessels 
in  port  are  not  always  seen  at  their  best.  Keen  competition  and  poor  freight  returns 
necessitate  the  rapid  discharge  and  quick  dispatch  of  vessels,  with  the  result  that  the 
time  of  the  captain  and  his  officers  is  almost  wholly  absorbed  in  the  multifarious  duties 
involved  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  task  ; the  nature  of  the  cargoes  are  often  such 
as  to  foul  the  decks  and  quarters  during  unloading  operations  ; and,  in  many  cases,  the 
vacated  quarters  of  discharged  crews  are  found  in  a state  of  disorder,  with  all  manner 
of  rubbish  and  litter  strewn  about. 

Notwithstanding  economic  and  other  difficulties,  however,  shipowners  have 
endeavoured  to  comply  with  all  the  necessary  sanitary  requirements.  A greater 
appreciation  of  the  economic  advantages  to  be  gained  by  the  maintenance  of  hygienic 
conditions  on  board  ship  is  apparent  in  all  progressive  lines.  These  conditions 
contribute  to  the  well-being  of  the  crew,  the  comfort  of  the  passengers  and  the  pro- 
tection of  cargoes. 

The  construction  and  furnishing  of  the  crews’  quarters  in  many  of  the  smaller 
vessels  still  leave  much  to  be  desired.  Space  is  limited  and  the  crews  are  herded 
together  in  common  quarters  which  do  not  permit  of  much  comfort  or  privacy.  Recom- 
mendations for  the  improvement  of  the  crews’  quarters  have  been  put  forward  by  the 
Manning  Committee  of  the  Shipping  Federation  and  the  Association  of  Port  Sanitary 
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Authorities,  but  these  may  yet  require  to  be  made  compulsory  before  general  effect 
is  given  to  them. 

Rat  Destruction. — The  deratization  of  vessels  is  a matter  of  great  importance 
in  the  prevention  of  plague.  By  international  agreement  all  foreign-going  vessels 
require  to  be  fumigated  every  six  months  for  this  purpose,  unless,  after  inspection, 
conditions  on  board  may  warrant  exemption.  In  this  connection  official  certificates 
must  be  carried  by  the  masters  of  vessels  and  produced  at  ports  of  call.  These  certi- 
ficates are  issued  only  by  approved  Port  Sanitary  Authorities  having  the  necessary 
staff  and  facilities  for  the  inspection  and  deratization  of  vessels.  In  this  respect,  ship- 
owners in  the  ports  of  Methil,  Burntisland,  Inverkeithing  and  Bo’ness  took  advantage 
of  the  arrangement  made  by  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland  for  the  services 
of  the  Edinburgh  Port  Sanitary  Staff,  and  on  fifteen  occasions  inspections  were  made 
and  certificates  issued  at  these  ports,  whilst  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  certificates 
were  granted  at  Leith. 

Intensive  measures  are  periodically  taken  by  Leith  Dock  Commission  for  the 
destruction  of  rats  in  sheds  and  wharves.  Traps  and  poison  are  found  to  be  the  most 
practicable  methods  ashore.  Over  10,000  poisoned  baits  were  laid  during  the  year. 
Rats  killed  on  board  ship  and  in  sheds  and  wharves  ashore  totalled  1 ,61 6.  Seventy-four 
specimens  of  rats  were  submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  for  plague  infection 
with  negative  results.  The  high  standard  of  cleanliness  maintained  throughout  the 
dock  area  and  the  rat-proof  construction  of  sheds  and  wharves  are  important  factors 
in  rat  repression  and,  in  this  respect,  Leith  Dock  Commission  afford  traders  the 
maximum  protection  for  goods. 

Vermin  Repression.— The  living  quarters  on  board  vessels,  particularly  those 
of  the  crew,  are  at  times  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs  and  cockroaches.  Food 
stores,  galleys,  pantries  and  other  places  where  food  and  heat  are  abundant,  are  the 
favourite  resorts  of  cockroaches.  The  eradication  of  these  objectionable  pests  can 
be  accomplished  by  efficient  fumigation  and  the  maintenance  of  strict  cleanliness. 

Sailors’  Home. — The  Port  is  equipped  with  a most  excellent  home  for  the  accom- 
modation of  officers  and  men  of  the  seafaring  population.  Conveniently  situated  at 
the  docks,  well  designed,  affording  the  maximum  of  light  and  ventilation,  having  clean 
and  comfortable  individual  bedrooms,  generously  equipped  with  modern  sanitary 
conveniences,  wash-hand  basins  and  both  foot  and  plunge  baths,  with,  in  addition, 
excellent  kitchen,  dining  and  recreation  accommodation,  this  institution,  with  its 
moderate  charges,  is  a great  social  asset  and  reflects  the  greatest  credit  upon  the  staff 
and  all  responsible  for  its  most  efficient  administration  and  management. 

V.D.  Clinics. — Leaflets  (printed  in  four  languages)  giving  full  particulars  as  to 
the  location  and  facilities  of  these  clinics  are  left  on  board  vessels  arriving  in  port. 

In  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  Port  Sanitary  Inspection,  valuable  co-operation 
and  assistance  have  been  received  from  H.M.  Collector  of  Customs,  the  Leith  Dock 
Commissioners  and  their  staff,  the  Granton  Harbour  Officials  and  the  many  shipping 
companies  and  agents  in  the  Port,  to  all  of  whom  my  best  thanks  are  tendered. 
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Port  Sanitary  Inspection — Yearly  Statement. 
Year  1933. 


Ships  boarded  and  inspected  ........  1 ,073 

Re  visits  made  ..........  682 

Nuisances  discovered  .........  3,229 

Nuisances  abated  ..........  5,067 

Communications  written  .........  26 

Notices  served  ..........  47 

Verbal  warnings  ..........  330 

Ships  fumigated  or  otherwise  treated  for  vermin  by  owners  . . .172 

Fumigation  certificates  granted  ........  60 

International  fumigation  certificates  granted  .....  32 

International  Exemption  Certificates  granted  . . . . .133 

Local  fumigation  certificates  granted  .......  28 

Rats  exterminated  . . . . . . . . . .1,616 

Ships  provided  with  rat  guards  .......  682 

Notices  of  regulations  served  upon  Masters  or  Officers  in  charge  . . 579 

V.D.  Pamphlets  distributed  on  behalf  of  the  B.S.H.  Council  . . . 579 

Rats  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  and  Reported  Negative  . 74 


Nuisances  Discovered. 

Dirty  floors,  tables,  decks,  etc.  .... 

Dirty  bunks  and  bedding  ..... 

Dirty  partitions  and  ceilings  .... 

Dirty  lockers  ....... 

Foul  closets  and  latrines  ..... 

Foul  wash  basins  ...... 

Foul  sinks  ....... 

Foul  baths  ....... 

Choked  scuppers  ...... 

Choked  and  defective  latrines  .... 

Choked  and  defective  wash  basins 
Choked  and  defective  sinks  and  baths . 

Obnoxious  odours  ...... 

Accumulations  of  garbage,  refuse,  etc. 

Dirty  fresh  water  tanks  ..... 

Dirty  and  offensive  bilges  ..... 

Dirty  galleys,  food  stores,  pantries,  etc. 

Dirty  wash  places  ...... 

Dampness  in  quarters  ..... 

Insufficient  light  and  ventilation 

Ships  without  rat  guards  ..... 

Presence  of  rats  and  mice  ..... 

Presence  of  cockroaches  and  beetles  . 

Presence  of  bugs  and  fleas.  .... 

Presence  of  flies  ...... 

Miscellaneous  ....... 


Total 


630 

1,722 

456 

637 

211 

68 

25 

7 

53 

54 
9 
6 
3 

161 

112 

418 

109 

68 

3 

12 

92 

90 

51 

72 

12 

148 

5,229 


STAFF. 

I desire  to  express  my  cordial  appreciation  of  the  hearty  co-operation  andTthe 
enthusiastic  services  rendered  by  Mr  Thomas  Bishop,  Depute  Chief  Inspector, ^and 
all  the  members  of  the  staff. 

I am, 

My  Lord  Provost,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


ALLAN  W.  RITCHIE,  F.R.San.I.,  F.R.S.E. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


NUISANCES  AND  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  IN  1933. 
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Nature  of  Nuisance. 

Brought  Forward  .... 

Water  Supply  : — 

Cisterns  found  dirty  ...... 

Cisterns  found  without  covers  .... 

Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  .... 

Branches  taken  off  the  main  .... 

Water  pipes  repaired ...... 

Houses  temporarily  without  water  supply  due  to 
burst  pipes,  etc.  ..... 

Repairs  to  Houses  : — 

Floors,  hearths,  doors,  etc.,  repaired  . 

Partition  walls  repaired  ..... 

Windows  and  skylights  repaired  or  renewed 
Coal  bunkers  repaired  or  provided 
Grates  or  ranges  repaired  or  substituted 
Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired. 

Defective  roofs  repaired  ..... 
Boiler  of  kitchen  range  renewed 

Nuisances  in  Houses  : — 

Floors  and  bedding  of  houses  in  a dirty  condition 
and  cleansed  by  tenants  ..... 
Nuisances  due  to  bad  smells  in  dwelling  houses 
caused  by  escape  of  gas,  dead  vermin,  etc.  . 
Smoke  in  houses  due  to  foul  or  defective  vents 
Damp  houses  remedied  or  abated 
Houses  overcrowded  ..... 

Houses  and  shops  flooded  from  defects  on  flats 
above  ........ 

Carry  Forward 

NUISANCES  AND  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  IN  1933 -continued. 
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Nuisances  in  Houses  (contin 
Animals  kept  in.  or  in  cl< 
Houses  distempered,  p 
Tenants 
Owners 

Stairs,  Passages,  etc. 
Staircases  painted 
Stairs  and  passages  in  a d 
by  tenants 

Dogs  and  cats  committ 
stairs  and  back  greens 

General : — 

Premises  infested  by  rats 
Premises  infested  by  othe 
Accumulations  of  rubbish 
from  areas,  roofs,  cellar 
Accumulation  of  manure 
Disused  cellars  cleaned  a 
Tenants  casting  garbage 
Surfacing  of  courts  repai 
Noise  nuisances 
Shops  cleaned  by  tenant 
Seasonal  workers’  huts  fc 
Miscellaneous  nuisances 

Totals 

25 

SUMMARY. 


Complaints  by  citizens  ’ ........  3,709 

,,  ,,  other  Departments  ........  83 

Nuisances  discovered  and  reported  by  District  Inspectors  ....  11,244 

Total  nuisances  dealt  with  by  the  Department  ......  15,036 


Intimations  of  existence  of  nuisance  served  .......  2,417 

Notices  to  remove  nuisances  served  at  the  instance  of  the  Local  Authority  39 

Notices  delivered  cautioning  persons  against  casting  garbage  over  windows  2,847 

Notices  served  on  occupiers  failing  to  take  due  rotation  of  stair  sweeping 

and  washing  ...........  589 

Notices  served  for  the  cleaning  of  dirty  areas,  cellars,  etc.  ....  593 

Notices  and  letters  served  for  the  white-washing  and  cleansing  of  houses  . 86 

Notices  and  letters  served  for  the  removal  of  accumulation  of  manure  . . 49 

Notices  served  in  connection  with  defective  drains  and  soil  pipes  . . . 218 

Intimations  under  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,  1925-1930  ....  735 

Letters  sent  to  tenants  and  owners  of  shops  with  regard  to  cleansing  and  sanitary 

provisions  ...........  13 

Notices  served  in  connection  with  the  painting  of  common  staircases  . . . 4,050 

Notices  served  in  connection  with  the  cleansing  of  water  cisterns  . . . 734 

12,370 
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